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educated a lively sense of their own abilities and disabilities, and bring on the scene a new class of workman-politician who would upset the established order by a growing demand that the inequalities between rich and poor should be redressed.
King Edward comes and Lord Salisbury goes
For several years yet this movement was to wprk below the surface, and in the meantime King Edward came to the throne and the Government occupied itself in ending the South African War. The King's coronation fixed for June 26, 1902, had to be postponed to "August 9, in consequence of his sudden and serious illness which necessitated an immediate operation. Between the two dates another reign was ended by the resignation of Lord Salisbury, who slipped from the scene almost unnoticed on July u, when all thoughts were centred on the King's illness. Lord Salisbury, too, like Queen Victoria, had become an institution, having been Prime Minister for thirteen years out of the previous sixteen, and, for the greater part of the time, Foreign Secretary as well. He was immensely respected, he had a longer experience than any other eminent man in the world, his presence at the head of affairs inspired confidence. What part, if any, he played in domestic politics was always difficult to discover. He had long been removed from the House of Commons where his brilliant nephew, Mr, Arthur Balfour, led the Unionist party to its complete satisfaction, and kept it true to the few and simple purposes that its followers expected of it in these years.
Lord Salisbury, meanwhile, concentrated upon foreign affairs, which he pursued with a cautious sobriety on the general line of working with Germany and Triple Alliance whenever possible. It seemed as if, having had his one adventure in a spirited foreign policy under Lord Beaconsfield in the days of " peace with honour " he was resolved for the rest of kis life to have no other. Bismarck in 1887 succeeded in drawing him temporarily out of his reserve and induced him to sign the Mediterranean Agreement, which for a time made Britain a naval partner of the Triple Alliance, but after that he withdrew quickly into his shell and returned ^evasive answers to all invitations from Germany to advance further into her camp.                                                     %
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